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	 Wife:		 	 I	didn’t	like	her	playing	with	that	bloody…	

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































5. a)	What	were	your	hopes	for	your	children’s	futures?	(fathers	only)	 	 	
Prompt	–	Work?	Education?	Locality?	Family	size?	Is	there	anything	you	wanted	to	
‘hand	down’?	Material?	Ways	of	life?	Different	for	sons/daughters?	
b)	Do	you	think	your	father/mother	had	any	specific	hopes	for	your	future?		
(sons	only)	
Prompt	–	Work?	Education?	Locality?	Family	size?	Is	there	anything	you	wanted	to	
‘hand	down’?	Material?	Ways	of	life?	Different	for	brothers/sisters?	
	
6. Do	you	think	your	generation	was	different	from	your	parents’	generation?	
Prompt	–	Parenting	styles?	Work?	Leisure	interests?	Affluence?	
	
7. How	did	the	household	finances	work?		
Prompt	-	Who	contributed?	Who	managed	the	budget?	
	
Work,	Leisure	and	Education		
	
8. Describe	a	typical	weekday	and	weekend	day	in	your	childhood/adulthood.		
Prompt	–	focus	on	detail	–	time	awake,	food	eaten,	clothes,	travel,	company	etc.	
	
	 268	
9. Did	you	ever	take	holidays	with	your	family?	If	so,	where	did	you	go?	
Prompt	–	Describe	where	you	stayed,	what	you	did,	who	with?	
	
10. What	did	you	do	in	your	free	time?	
Prompt	–	Sport?	Cinema/radio/TV/theatre?	Books?	Comics?	Pubs?	youth	clubs?	boys’	
groups?	Bars?	Church?	hobbies?	
Prompt	-	Where	were	you?	Who	with?	Did	you	enjoy	it?	
	
11. Tell	me	about	your	friends	
Prompt	–	How	many?	Close	circle?	How	often	did	you	see	them?	What	did	you	do	
together?	Where	did	you	meet?	Why	did	you	like	them?	
	
a) Describe	your	school	(sons	only)	
Prompt	–	the	building,	play	area	(what/how	did	you	play?),	journey	to	and	from,	
homework,	teachers,	favourite	subject,	uniform,	A-Levels?	University?	
	
b) Describe	your	job	(fathers	only)	
Prompt	–	the	working	environment,	fellow	workers,	journey	to	and	from.	Member	of	a	
Union?	Did	you	enjoy	it?	Difference	between	your	father’s	and	your	son’s	jobs?		
	
Culture,	Politics	and	Society	
	
12. Were	you,	your	family	or	friends	interested	in	politics	or	current	affairs?	What	were	
the	big	political	issues	of	the	day	and	where	did	you	stand?	
Prompt	(only	if	comfortable)	–	Political	allegiance?	Did	you	read	a	newspaper?	What	
were	your	views	on	immigration?	Homosexuality?	Religion?	Equality	for	women?	
	
13. What	do	you	remember	about	the	music,	films	and	fashions	of	the	period?	
Prompt	-	Were	they	things	you/your	friends	engaged	with?	What	clothes	did	you	wear?	
What	did	you	watch/listen	to?	What	made	you	laugh?	
	
14. How	would	you	describe	yourself	during	this	time?	
Prompt	–	A	loner?	Rebellious?	Conformist?	Typical	man/child/teenager?		
	 269	
	
	
General		
	
14. Discussion	of	‘particular	thing’	from	preliminary	questions	
	
15. Do	you	think	you	have	changed	since	those	days?	
Prompt	–	relationships	with	family?	friends?	political	outlook?	
		
16. How	would	you	sum	up	the	period	1945-1974	
Prompt	–	A	happy	time?	Difficult	time?	Why?		
	
17.	How	did	you	feel	the	interview	went?	Is	there	anything	you’d	like	to	add?	
	
	
	
	
